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Statutes of the association « European Pond Conservation Network » 
 
Designation –Objectives– Headquarters 
 
Art. 1. Designation 
 
Under the designation of European Pond Conservation Network (EPCN), is set up a non profit-making 
Association in accordance with the Swiss civil law (articles 60 and following) and the present statutes. The 
Association shall be set up for an unlimited period. 
 
Art. 2. Objectives 
 
The EPCN’s objective is: «to promote conservation of ponds and their biodiversity in a changing European 
landscape» 
To reach this objective, the EPCN proposes to: 

- develop exchanges of information on pond ecology and conservation between researchers and 
managers. 

- promote understanding of pond ecology by encouraging the development and coordination of 
fundamental and applied research.  

- raise the profile of ponds and guide national and supra-national policies for their protection 
- promote effective practical pond conservation 
- disseminate information on the importance, attractiveness and conservation of ponds in Europe 

- One of the vocations of the EPCN is to promote the sharing of knowledge with a group of international 
institutions 

- The EPCN is a non profit-making association. 

Art. 3. Headquarters 

The headquarters of the EPCN are located in Geneva. 

Bodies –Resources– Accounting period 

Art. 4. Bodies 

The bodies of the ECPN are the General Meeting, the Committee and the accounts auditor. 

Art. 5. Resources 

The Association’s resources are: 

(i) membership contributions, fixed by the General Meeting 
(ii) donations, legacy, grants,  subsidies gathered to its benefit with general or specific allocation 
(iii) any receipts coming from activities of the EPCN 
(iv) resources exceptionally earned coming from conferences, exhibitions, fund-raising, etc. 

Art. 6. Accounting period  

The bi-annual accounting period is closed on 31st of December every odd year (e.g. 31st of December 2009, 31st 
of December 2011, etc.). 
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Members 

Art. 7. Admissions 

Any person interested in the EPCN’s activities can be admitted as ordinary member by making a written request 
(e-mail or post) to the Committee. 

Art. 8. Access to information 

Ordinary members have access to all information in relation to EPCN’s activities. 

Art. 9. Resignation - Exclusion 

Any ordinary member wishing to withdraw from membership from the EPCN has to give notice in writing to the 
Committee. Proposed by the Committee, the General Meeting can pronounce the exclusion of any member who, 
by their behaviour, contravenes to the good running of the Association. The person concerned may appeal 
against this decision in front of the General Meeting. Resigning or excluded members do not have any right to 
social assets. 

Committee 

Art. 10. Composition 

The Committee is the executive body of the Association. It is composed of at minimum 5 members and maximum 
10. Three of these members hold the following duties: President, Secretary, Treasurer. 

Art. 11. Election 

The members of the Committee are elected for two years by the General Meeting and can be re-elected every 
two years. The President is elected for only two years and can not be re-elected “President”, he can however 
continue to sit in the Committee. 

Art. 12. Missions 

The Committee’s duties are to: 

a) take useful measures to reach the social goal 
b) call the ordinary and extraordinary General Meetings 
c) watch over the application of the statutes of the association and manage the assets of the EPCN 
d) meet up at least once a year 

Decisions of the Committee should be taken by at least a ¾ majority of the present members. This majority 
should come out of a group of a minimum of 5 people.  

Art. 13. Accounts 

The Committee keeps the accounts of the Association. At every accounting period, the accounts are submitted to 
two auditors elected by the General Meeting. 
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Representation 

Art. 14. Enrolment 

The Association is legitimately committed by the individual signature of the President. The President consults the 
members of the committee and obtains the support of ¾ of them before committing his signature. 
The Treasurer can also legally commit the Association with his signature for all topics in relation with finances.  

Art. 15. Responsibility 

The EPCN’s responsibility is limited to its assets. Individual responsibility of members is not committed. 

General Meeting 

Art. 16. Abilities 

The General Meeting consists of members. It is the governing body of the Association, especially in following 
competences: 

a) election of the Committee 
b) nomination of two auditors of accounts elected for two years 
c) adoption of the bi-annual report of the Committee 
d) approval of the bi-annual accounts and reports of the auditors 
e) decision on the fees of the membership contribution and amendments to the statutes. 
f) solving any other matters which are not the responsibility of the other bodies 
g) dissolution of the EPCN 

Art. 17. Right of vote/Decisions 

a) Every present member at the General Meeting shall be entitled to one vote. 
b) Unless otherwise stipulated in the statutes or the law, decisions of the General Meeting shall be taken by 

a simple majority of the votes. 
c) The General Meeting rules by show of hands, unless one third of the present members ask for secret 

ballot 
d) In case of equality, the President has a dominant vote. 

Art. 18. Frequences and date of General Meeting 

The General Meeting takes place within the twelve months following the end of an accounting period (that is to 
say, all even years, 2010, 2012, etc.) and legitimately sits whatever the number of present members. 

Art. 19. Notice to the members 

Notice to the members is done by post or email at least 30 days before the General Meeting 

Art. 20. Extraordinary General Meeting 

Extraordinary General Meeting is convened: 

- everytime the Committee feels it is necessary 
- if one 5th of the members make a written request to the Committee. In this case, it should be 

convened within 100 days following the reception of the request. 
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Dissolution 

Art. 21. Dissolution 

The General Meeting can dissolve the Association by a decision taken to the majority set to the ¾ of the present 
members. In case of dissolution, the assets of the Association should be transferred to one or several societies of 
public right following similar objectives. In no case, the assets of the Association shall be given back to the 
members, nor used totally or partly in any way. 

Final provisions 

Art. 22. Interpretation 

Article of Association are written in French and English. The French version shall be legally binding.  

Art. 23. Applicable Law 

Swiss law is applicable for all disputes which could arise in the Association or between the Association and a third 
party.  

Art. 24. Legal action 

Any legal action will be subject to the competent courts of Geneva. 

Entry into force 

Art. 25. Adoption date 

The present statutes have been adopted by the General Assembly on the 14th of May 2009 in Paris (France) 

Art. 26. Possibility of amendment 

All project of amendment or addition to the present statutes shall be presented to the Committee and brought to 
the agenda of a Committee’s meeting. To be valid and to enter into force, the modified statutes shall be adopted 
by a General Meeting.  

 

___________________   ___________________   ___________________ 
Andrew Hull   Beat Oertli   Pascale Nicolet 
President    Treasurer   Secretary 
 
 
___________________   ___________________   ___________________ 
Jeremy Biggs    Patrick Grillas   Olivier Scher 

 
 
___________________   ___________________   ___________________ 
Régis Céréghino    Nicola Bressi   Thomas Kalettka 
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